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Warning: You Need a New Mindset
      You have to pay attention to play Precision Bridge, more so than to play Standard American.  There are several reasons:

            1. You need only 24 points to bid game.       (examples below)
            2. You have to alert many bids when either partner opens 1 club. 
                (examples below) 
            3. There are some other special opening bids that must be alerted. 
            4. The opening 1 notrump range is 12-14 HCP.
            5. We use a tricky transfer technique with a 1 notrump response to
                1 club.

1. 24 Points for Game

    A 1 club opening bid indicates 16+ HCP.  Partner cannot pass.  A
    response of 1 diamond indicates 0-7 HCP.  Almost all other responses
    require 8 HCP, and the team is committed to game somewhere.

2. Lots of Alerts and Special Opening Bids
                                                                          Alert Explanation
                                                             ------------------------------------------------              
    A. The one club opening                  has 16+ HCP
         1) 1 diamond response               has 0-7 HCP 
         2) 1 heart response                     has 5+ hearts and 8+ HCP
         3) 1 spade response                   has 5+ spades and 8+ HCP
         4) 1 notrump response                has 8-10 HCP and unknown
                                                             distribution 
         5) 2 clubs response                     has 5+ clubs and 8+ HCP 
         6) 2 diamonds response              has 5+ diamonds and 8+ HCP
         7) 2 hearts response                   has 6+ hearts and 0-7 HCP
         8) 2 spades response                 has 6+ spades and 0-7 HCP
         9) 2 notrump response                has 11-13 HCP and unknown 
                                                             distribution
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2. Lots of Alerts (continued)
                                                                         Alert Explanation
                                                             ------------------------------------------------              
    B. The one diamond opening          has 11-15 HCP, usually a diamond
                                                            suit but sometimes a 4-4-4-1 hand  
                                                            with a singleton diamond

    C. The one heart/spade opening    none             (11-15 HCP)

    D. The one notrump opening          has 12-15 HCP

    E. The 2 club opening                     has 5+ clubs and 11-15 HCP
         1) 2 diamond response              is an invitation to game     
         2) 2 hearts/spades response     none   (5+ cards and no club support)
         3) 2 notrump                              none   (asks for 3 notrump if opener
                                                                         has 14-15 HCP) 

    F. The 2 notrump opening              none              (22-24 HCP)

3. The Weak Notump

    The opening 1 notrump range is 12-15 HCP.  Now you need 10+ HCP
    for Stayman, 10-11 HCP to respond 2 notrump and 12+ HCP to respond 
    3 notrump.  Note that if both are at the minimum, you will be in a lot of 24
    HCP games.

4. The Tricky Transfer Bid

    If the opening bid is 1 club (16+ HCP) and the response is 1 or 2 notrump,
    the responder (weaker hand) will be declarer.  The exception may be on a
    transfer situation.  In this case the strong hand (1 club) will have the long
    major suit and should if possible play the hand.  This is accomplished by
    the responder (1 or 2 notrump) bidding to indicate his/her number of
    cards in the transfer suit.  If the transfer suit is bid, the responder has 2 or
    less cards in the suit.  The next bid up indicates 3 cards in the suit, and 
    the second bid up indicates 4 cards in the suit.  With either of the two 
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4. The Tricky Transfer Bid (continued)

    latter responses, the opener (1 club) will bid game in that major.

    Example:              Opener                 Responder                 Comment
                                 -----------                ----------------           ------------------------
                                 1 club                   1 notrump              8-10 HCP 
                                                                                            (no 5 card major)
                                 2 hearts                                              transfer to spades 
                                                              2 spades               1 or 2 spades
                                 3 notrump
                             or                          or
                                                              2 notrump              3 spades
                                 4 spades
                            or                           or
                                                              3 clubs                   4 spades
                                 4 spades
Warning: Are You Sure You Want to Know More About
               Precision?
5. Defense

    Defending in Precision is the same as in Standard American

            A. Lead from top of a sequence
            B. Signal attitude and count
            C. Play lower of touching honors when someone else leads a suit
            D. Count declarer’s HCP as the hand is played
            E. Hold up sometimes before playing an ace or king
            F. Lead top-of-nothing or fourth-longest against notrump contracts
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Openig Bids

      1 club                 16+ HCP
      1 diamond          11-15 HCP and 4+ diamonds  (exception explained
                                  below)
       1 heart                    11-15 HCP and 5+ hearts
       1 spade                   11-15 HCP and 5+ spades
       1 notrump               12-15 HCP and balanced hand
       2 clubs                    11-15 HCP and 5+ clubs   (has special 2 diamond response)
       2 diam/hrts/spds     5-10 HCP and 6 of suit      (use Ogust response) 
       2 notrump               22-24 HCP and balanced hand
       3 any suit                weak preemptive and 7+ of suit
       4 any suit                weak preemptive and 8+ of suit
       5 diams/clubs         weak preemptive and 9+ of suit

Opening Bid of 1 Club
      A one club opening bid promises 16+ HCP.  A 1 diamond response is 0-7 HCP and is not forcing to game.  A 2 hearts/spades response is also 0-7 HCP, has 6+ cards in the suit and is invitational.  All other responses (which 

could have as few as 8 HCP) are forcing to game.

Note 1: A minimum of only 24 HCP are needed for a game bid in precision.

Note 2: The opening 1 club and any response  MUST BE ALERTED.

Opening 1 Club Responses
                                                                                                                           Forcing
        Bid                  HCP                          Meaning                           to   Game

-------------------    ------------    ------------------------------------------------    -------------

1 diamond           *  0-7         keeping bid open                                      no                                 
                                              * See 2 hearts/spades exception below.

1 heart                8+               5+ hearts                                                 yes

1 spade              8+               5+ spades                                                yes
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Opening 1 Club Responses (continued)
                                                                                                                           Forcing
        Bid                  HCP                          Meaning                           to   Game

-------------------    ------------    ------------------------------------------------    -------------

1 notrump             8-10         Says nothing about distribution, but         yes
                                              wouldn’t have a void. However, there
                                              could be a singleton in any suit with
                                              4-4-4-1 or 5-4-3-1 distribution.
                                              Normally though, it’s 4-4-3-2, 4-3-3-3-
                                              or 5-3-3-2.

2 clubs or             * 8+         5+ clubs/diamonds with a singleton          yes
   diamonds                          or void but may have 4 card major                 
                                          * If the opener now rebids 2/3 notrump,
                                             Staymen is not an option because
                                             opener would have bid a 4+ card
                                             major instead.

2 hearts or          0-7            6+ hearts/spades                                    maybe
   spades                        

2 notrump          11-13         same meaning as 1 notrump   .                yes
                                             except for higher point count.

3 of minor                            not applicable

3 notrump         14-16          same meaning as 1 notrump   .                yes
                                             except for higher point count.           slam maybe

4 clubs                ?               Gerber – responder sees chance             yes
                                                           for a slam
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Opening 1 Club when Opponent Overcalls
HCP           Distribution            Response                     Comment

------      ------------------------      --------------       ------------------------------------------ 

0-4        any                             pass                must be alerted (MBA)

5-7       any                              double             must be alerted (MBA)
                                                                        Note: You can’t play negative
                                                                                  doubles over a 1 club

8+        with 4+ card major      bid major         MBA - promises only 4

Note: What if RHO overcalls the bid that you were going to make?

                1. With 4+ cards in an unbid major, bid that major.     (MBA)

                2. If not and you have a stopper in their bid suit, bid the next
                    notrump level consistent with your HCP.  .              (MBA)

                3. If no stopper, bid a minor suit to indicate 8+ HCP.  (MBA)

1 Club opener must rebid over a 1 diamond response (0-7 HCP)
                    Rebid                                           Meaning
              ---------------------        ---------------------------------------------------------------------------  
            1 heart/spade       16-18 HCP and 5+ card suit               (MBA)

            1 notrump             16-18 HCP and balanced hand          (MBA)
                                         Stayman and transfers are now 
                                         options for the responder.

.
            2 club/diamond     16-18 HCP and probably a singleton or void 
                                          Since the opener cannot rebid a 4 card major, the
                                          minor suit could have only 4 cards (example: a
                                          4-4-4-1 hand distribution)                   (MBA)
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1 Club Opener Rebid over 1 Diamond Response (continued)
                      Bid                                           Meaning
              ----------------------        --------------------------------------------------------------------------  
           2 hearts/spades      19-21 HCP and 5+ card suit             (MBA)     

           2 notrump               19-21 HCP and balanced hand         (MBA)
                                           Stayman and transfers are now 
                                           options for the responder.

           3 club/diamond       19-21 HCP - same as 2 c/d but more HCP (MBA) 

           3 hearts/spades      22+ HCP and 5+ card suit                  (MBA)

           3 notrump                25+ HCP and balanced hand            (MBA)
                                           Any 4 level suit bid by the responder
                                           (0-7), would either be Stayman or a
                                           transfer.  Of course Stayman could 
                                           lead to disaster.

1 Club Rebid over 1 Heart/Spade Response (8+ HCP)
1 Club Rebid     Alert          Meaning                         Comments

-----------------    ----------   --------------------   -----------------------------------------------

1 spade             MBA      has 4+ spades   does not deny 3+ hearts 
                                                                   trying for a 4-4 spade fit 

1 notrump         MBA      no heart or          16-18 HCP and may/may not
                                       spade support     be balanced
                                                                   Strayman/transfer not applic

2 club/diam       MBA      distributional       16-18 HCP with singleton or
                                                                   void

2 heart/spade    NO       if supporting         3+ cards in partner’s suit
                          MBA     if other major       or 4+ cards in own suit 
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1 Club Rebid over 1 Heart/Spade Response (continued)
1 Club Rebid     Alert          Meaning                         Comments

-----------------    ----------   --------------------   -----------------------------------------------

2 notrump         MBA      no heart or           19-21 HCP and may/may not
                                       spade support       be balanced
3 club/diam       MBA      distributional       16-18 HCP with singleton or
                                                                   void

3 heart/spade    MBA      is not used for     opener’s own suit with 19+ HCP     
                                       supporting

1 Club Rebid over 1 Notrump Response (8-10 HCP) 
NOTE: The reponder does not have a 5+ card major because the response
            was not 1 of a major.

1 Club Rebid     Alert          Meaning                         Comments

-----------------    ----------   --------------------   -----------------------------------------------

2 clubs               MBA     Stayman            1 club opener could have:                             
                                                                       1 or 2 majors
                                                                        4/4, 4/5 or 5/4

2 diamonds       MBA      transfer to          respond 2 hearts with 1-2 hearts        
                                       hearts                 respond 2 spades with 3 hearts
                                                                  respond 2 notrump with 4 hearts

2 hearts             MBA     transfer to           respond 2 spade with 1-2 spades     
                                       spades                respond 2 notrump with 3 spades
                                                                  respond 3 clubs with 4 spades

2 spades         not applicable                    would never transfer to clubs         

2 notrump       not applicable                    would bid 3 notrump instead    
3 clubs                not applicable                          would never transfer to diamonds 
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1 Club Rebid over 1 Notrump Response (continued ) 
1 Club Rebid     Alert          Meaning                         Comments

-----------------    ----------   ---------------------   ----------------------------------------------

3 diamonds       MBA      5/5 major trans   respond in either major with 3
                                                                   respond 3 notrump without 3 

3 notrump          MBA     Opener has no 4+ card major.

4 clubs                NO      Gerber                 Not Keycard because no suit
                                                                    identified

Rebids to 2 notrump response (11-13 HCP) to 1 club open bid
1 Club Rebid               Meaning                         Comments

-----------------         --------------------        ------------------------------------------------------------

3 clubs                   Stayman                  Opener could have:                            (alert)
                                                                     1 or 2 majors
                                                                     4/4, 4/5,  5/4, 5/5, etc.

3 diamonds           transfer to hearts     respond 3 hearts with 1-2 hearts       (alert)
                                                              respond 3 spades with 3 hearts
                                                              respond 3 notrump with 4 hearts

3 hearts                transfer to spades    respond 3 spades with 1-2 spades    (alert)
                                                              respond 3 notrump with 3 spades
                                                              respond 4 clubs with 4 spades

3 spades               not applicable          would never transfer to clubs

4 clubs                  Gerber                     not Keycard because no suit identified
                                                             Gerber is not alerted.
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Rebids to 3 notrump response (14-16 HCP)     (Going to Slam)

1 Club Rebid               Meaning                         Special

-----------------         --------------------        --------------------------------------------------------------

4 clubs                  Stayman                  NOT GERBER !!!                                    (alert)
                                                              Opener could have:
                                                                      1 or 2 majors
                                                                      4/4, 4/5, 5/4, 5/5, etc.

4 diamonds           transfer to hearts     respond 4 hearts with 1-2 hearts           (alert)
                                                              respond 4 spades with 3 hearts
                                                              respond 4 notrump with 4 hearts

4 hearts                transfer to spades    respond 4 spades with 1-2 spades        (alert)
                                                              respond 4 notrump with 3 spades
                                                              respond 5 clubs with 4 spades

4 spades              not applicable           would never transfer to clubs

4 notrump            Blackwood                 not Keycard because no suit identified

Other Opening Bids (Limit 15 HCP)
Standard American Bidding (except 2 clubs)

        Bid                HCP                                   Comments

-----------------    -------------                --------------------------------------------------

1 d/h/s               10 or less                Rule of 20 distribution and HCP

1 diamond         11-15                      Must be alerted as possible 4-4-1-4
                                                         Normally a 4+ card suit

1 heart              11-15                      5+ card heart suit

1 spade             11-15                      5+ card spade suit

1 notrump         12-15                      Balanced hand with no 5+ card major

                            NOTE: Responses to 1 notrump require 10+ HCP for Stayman
                                        and 10-11 HCP for 2 notrump.
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Other Opening Bids (Limit 15 HCP)    (continued)

      Bid                HCP                                   Comments

-----------------    ----------                  --------------------------------------------------

2 clubs              11-15                     5+ clubs and see below

2 diamonds       5-10                       Preemptive weak 2 bid of 6 card suit with 5-10 HCP                  
                                                        OGUST may be used

2 hearts            5-10                        Ditto

2 spades           5-10                       Ditto

2 notrump         22-24                    15 HCP limit exception  
                                                       Balanced hand with no 5+ card major

3 clubs              0-9                        Preemptive - 7 cards

3 diamonds       0-9                        Ditto

3 hearts            0-9                         Ditto

3 notrump         13+                        Gambling - 7+ card minor headed by at least A-K-Q
                                                                          and 1+ outside ace or king

4 clubs              0-9                        Preemptive - 8 cards

4 diamonds       0-9                        Ditto

4 hearts            0-9                        Ditto

4 notrump         Not applicable

5 clubs              0-9                        Preemptive - 9 cards

5 diamonds       0-9                        Ditto

Opening 2 Club Bidding Convention
   Response        HCP                              Comments

-----------------    ----------    ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pass                                  Not interested in game or to play the hand in different suit

2 diamonds       10+          This is a game invitation. 
                                          Opener should bid a 4 card major, 2 notrump or 3 clubs.
                                          Responder might now bid a 5+ card major.

2 hearts             0-9           5+ hearts and not forcing (probably short in clubs)

2 spades            0-9          Ditto
                                          NOTE: To 2 hearts/spades the opener can pass or bid on.

2 notrump         10-13       This is a game invitation.
                                          Opener should bid 3 NT with 14-15 HCP, otherwise pass.

3 notrump         14+           Opener should pass.
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Opening Bids by HCP
 HCP                    Character                      Opening Bid                  Comments

-------    ----------------------------------------     -----------------    ----------------------------------------0-10     7 clubs                                            3 clubs            Preemptive bids
            7 diamonds                                     3 diamonds
            7 hearts                                           3 hearts
            7 spades                                         3 spades
            8 clubs or diamonds                        4 of suit
            8/9 hearts or spades                       4 of suit
            9 clubs or diamonds                        5 of suit

5-10     6 clubs                                            Pass or 3 c     Bidder’s option
            6 diamonds                                     2 diamonds     Weak 2 bid - Note that a 2 NT
                                                                                           response invokes OGUST.
            6 hearts                                          2 hearts           Ditto
            6 spades                                         2 spades         Ditto

7-10     HCP plus number of cards in 2      1 d/h/s or         Rule of 20
            longest suits equals 20+                2 clubs

0-10     None of the above                         Pass

11-15   5+ clubs                                         2 clubs            Must be alerted
                                                                                          See 2 club responses above
            4+ diamonds or 4-4-1-4                 1 diamond       Must be alerted 
            5+ hearts                                       1 heart
            5+ spades                                      1 spade

12-15   Balanced hand with no 5+ card     1 notrump       10 HCP are needed to invoke
            major                                                                                  Stayman
                                                                                          10-11 HCP are needed to bid
                                                                                                       2 NT

16+      Strong hand with no restrictions     1 club             See 1 club responses above
                                                                                          Must be alerted.

22-24   Balanced hand with no 5+ card      2 notrump      2+ HCP needed to invoke
            major                                                                                  Stayman, Jacoby
                                                                                                       Transfer or bid 3
                                                                                                       notrump
